
 

      HAUPPAUGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
HAUPPAUGE HIGH SCHOOL 

     500 Lincoln Boulevard 
    P.O. Box 6006 

 Hauppauge, NY  11788 
 

 
CHRISTOPHER J. MICHAEL, Ed.D 

Director of English Language Arts K-12   
BOOK CHAT # 2 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019  
November 2019 
 

Dear Parents: 
 

Our second book discussion of the year will be held on Wednesday, December 18th at the                
library in the Hauppauge Middle School from 3:00 - 4:00 pm. This second book chat will be a                  
student-only event. Late buses will be provided.  
 

Students are asked to select one book to read prior to the Book Chat on December 18th. A                  
summary of each text that has been chosen for the Book Chat can be found on the reverse side of                    
this letter to guide students in making their selection. All participants will be responsible for               
obtaining their own books and reading the book prior to the Book Chat session in order                
that they may share their thoughts and feelings about the text. Some of the titles selected for                 
this Book Chart are available through SORA. Please speak with the MS librarian if you have any                 
questions about using SORA. 
 

Teachers, administrators, and staff members will be volunteering to serve as facilitators of the              
discussions and will create topics and questions to be addressed during the “Book Chat.”              
Additional comments and questions are encouraged from participants to generate a dynamic            
conversation. Students are invited to bring a snack for themselves to create a cordial environment               
and prepare for the hour-long discussion.  
 

In an effort to keep the hour-long session engaging and focused on the text being discussed,                
students will be encouraged to keep all cell phones carefully stored away to keep distractions               
to a minimum.  
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 761-8321. I am certain that                   
the conversations will prove to be a wonderful addition to this learning community. 
 

Respectfully, 
 

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D.  
 

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D. 
Director of English Language Arts  
 
 
 
 
Please complete the form attached to this letter and return it to your child’s English               
teacher by Monday, December 16th. 



 
 

______My child is interested in joining the “Book Chat” on December 18th  
 

Please check off your book selection:  

• Lion:  a long way home by Saroo Brierley   - ____  
• Posted by John David Anderson  - ____  
• The Unteachables by Gordon Korman - ____   

  
Student’s Name____________________Parent’s Name____________________ 
 

English Teacher____________________Phone Contact____________________ 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
BOOK CHAT #2                   Wednesday, December 18, 2019 
(3:00-4:00 pm) 
 
Lion: a long way home (Young readers edition) by Saroo Brierley           
(Non-Fiction Choice) This is the young readers' edition of the true story that inspired the movie                
Lion. When Saroo Brierley used Google Earth to find his long-lost hometown half a world away, he                 
made global headlines. Saroo had become lost on a train in India at the age of five. Not knowing the                    
name of his family or where he was from, he survived for weeks on the streets of Kolkata before being                    
taken into an orphanage and adopted by a couple in Australia. Despite being happy in his new family,                  
Saroo always wondered about his origins. When he was a young man the advent of Google Earth led                  
him to pore over satellite images of India for landmarks he recognized. And one day, after years of                  
searching, he miraculously found what he was looking for and set off on a journey to find his mother.                   
(From the publisher) 

Posted by John David Anderson (High Fiction Choice) In middle school, words              
aren't just words. They can be weapons. They can be gifts. The right words can win you friends or make                    
you enemies. They can come back to haunt you. Sometimes they can change things forever. 

When cell phones are banned at Branton Middle School, Frost and his friends Deedee, Wolf, and Bench                 
come up with a new way to communicate: leaving sticky notes for each other all around the school. It                   
catches on, and soon all the kids in school are leaving notes--though for every kind and friendly one,                  
there is a cutting and cruel one as well. 

In the middle of this, a new girl named Rose arrives at school and sits at Frost's lunch table. Rose is not                      
like anyone else at Branton Middle School, and it's clear that the close circle of friends Frost has made for himself                     
won't easily hold another. As the sticky-note war escalates, and the pressure to choose sides mounts, Frost soon                  
realizes that after this year, nothing will ever be the same.  (From the publisher) 

The Unteachables by Gordon Korman (Fiction Choice) The Unteachables are a           
notorious class of misfits, delinquents, and academic train wrecks. Like Aldo, with anger management              
issues; Parker, who can't read; Kiana, who doesn't even belong in the class--or any class; and Elaine                 
(rhymes with pain). The Unteachables have been removed from the student body and isolated in room                
117. 

Their teacher is Mr. Zachary Kermit, the most burned-out teacher in all of Greenwich. He was once a                  
rising star, but his career was shattered by a cheating scandal that still haunts him. After years of                  
phoning it in, he is finally one year away from early retirement. But the superintendent has his own plans                   
to torpedo that idea--and it involves assigning Mr. Kermit to the Unteachables. 

The Unteachables never thought they'd find a teacher who had a worse attitude than they did. And Mr. Kermit never                    
thought he would actually care about teaching again. Over the course of a school year, though, room 117 will                   
experience mayhem, destruction--and maybe even a shot at redemption.  (From the publisher) 


